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Haj Road from North Africa across Egypt (1262 — 1883)
Historical & Geographical Study

Dr. Nazra Alwan Abdullah
Abstract

This road went through many stages in accordance with the
political conditions prevailing in Egypt and the Levant. These conditions
changed its geographical routes over various historical periods and eras,
until it ultimately took its final shape in the period referred to in the title



of this study. This period spanned over seven centuries. The history of
this Road started when the Egyptians converted to Islam. Thus, the first
road of this kind may be considered the one stretching from Al-Fustas,
Egypt’s first capital, through Sinai Desert until Aila, then towards
Western Arabia alongside the Red Sea Eastern Coast, until it reaches the
Sea in Hijaz, and finally from there to Medina and Mecca. The Crusades
in the Levant, however, caused people to abandon this road and find an
alternative across Aithab Desert by boarding boats in the Nile at Al-Fistas
City Coast till Bakoos, then a land trip across the desert to Aithab
Harbour and across the Red Sea to Jedda and finally to Mecca. This Road
continued to be used for two centuries, but it made way for the land road
after the Crusades had ended.

1268 A.C. is considered the actual date of the return to the latter,
known as “Old Egyptian Haj Road”. In that year, Al-Mamluki Sultan Al-
Zahir Baibars sent a haj convoy across his lands. It was only natural that
some of the locations names have changed with time and with the shift of
power from Mamluks rule to Ottoman rule. Thus, this road continued to
be used until 1883, as the transformations occasioned by opening Suez
Channel in 1869 and the advent of Egyptian railways to the said Channel
from Cairo paved the way for a new road to transport pilgrims across
those railways to Suez and to Jeddah therefrom by sea.
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