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The West African Hajj Routes: A Historical Reading in the Civilizational Role of Al-
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ABSTRACT
This paper is an attempt to elucidate the civilizational impact of the trade—hajj
routes in West Africa particularly at the political level. In order to achieve this
objective, this paper has adopted a historical methodology on the trade—hajj routes
that are categorized as: Sahelian and Saharan. Then the pilgrimage journey of
Sheikh al-hajj Umar ibn Said al-Futi (d. 1864) was chosen as a sample to
evaluate the civilizational impacts of the hajj routes on his religious—political and
revivalist thoughts; combined with the effects of his hajj itinerary on the rise of the
Islamic Emirate that he established after his trip. This is due to the fact that he
passed through the then great African Islamic emirates stretching from Senegambia

to the Lake of Tchad. In this regards, the current paper has found that the African



hajj routes have had a great impact on Bilad Sudan throughout the Islamic history.
Also, the emirate of al-hajj Umar has been a landmark in Africa; being the second
of the greatest three jihad movements, namely: The Sokoto, the Umarian, and the

Masina Jihads.
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